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Iisalmi on the Map
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Source: Google

Iisalmi

Strategic Location & Strong Energy Ecosystem

City of Iisalmi and the surrounding Ylä-Savo region 
are positioning themselves as a growing hub for 
renewable energy and sustainable industry. The 
area combines a strong industrial base with several 
emerging opportunities, well-connected transport 
links, and supportive local economic development 
structures that attract new investment. 



• Industrial companies’ turnover 3000 M€ 
• Exports 680 M€, several internationally successful 

companies
• Industrial companies provide ~3 500 jobs in Iisalmi and 

the surrounding Upper Savo region. 
• More information about the technology companies in 

Savo 
• www.techsavo.fi

• Upper Savo is also characterised by strong 
agricultural heritage and dairy farming: ~1 800 farms, 
of which ~630 are dairy farms

Strong International Industry Cluster
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https://www.techsavo.fi/alueen-yritykset/
https://www.techsavo.fi/alueen-yritykset/


Some of the best known export companies in Upper 
Savo

In the words of Juha Vidgrén (Ponsse): 
“Regional cooperation is a notable force in other regions 
but in Upper Savo it must be a competitive advantage.” 

Profile Vehicles Oy
• An internationally recognised designer and 

manufacturer of special vehicles. The product 
range includes ambulances, rescue service 
vehicles and various special vehicles.

• Aside from the parent company in Iisalmi, 
Profile operates assembly plants in Budapest, 
Hungary, and Tallinn, Estonia.

Normet Oy
• Broad offering for underground mining and 

tunnelling: equipment, construction chemicals, rock 
reinforcement products and services.

• Currently employs over 1900 business 
professionals. Normet is a Finnish company 
operating globally with over 50 locations in 30 
countries. The factory in Iisalmi is our largest 
manufacturing facility and product development 
center for equipment business. In Iisalmi, Normet 
employs directly more than 490 professionals.

Ponsse Oyj
• Develops and manufactures innovative sustainable 

forest machine concepts for the cut-to-length 
method. Established in 1970 by the forest machine 
entrepreneur Einari Vidgrén, the company’s roots 
are deep in the Finnish soil in Vieremä.

• One of the world’s leading manufacturers. 10 
subsidiaries and 30 distributors across the world. 
Exports account for 77% of the company’s revenue

Genelec Oy
• Since the founding of Genelec in 1978, 

professional audio monitoring has been at the 
core of the business; Genelec is the industry 
leader in active monitors

• The customers receive paramount support in the 
field, from acoustical advice and calibration 
services to technical service and long product life 
span. 

• Exports to almost 100 countries and employs 
almost 300 people worldwide. All products are 
manufactured in Iisalmi
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Iisalmi Industrial Sites
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Leppikorpi Peltomäki

Marjahaka

Marjahaka-Ahmo

Source: National Land Survey of Finland



Highligths of Iisalmi Sites

• Total industrial areal 227 hectares
• Affordable green electricity available
• Two new 400 kV and 110 kV substations incoming
• 250 MW Grid capacity available as of 2026
• Plenty of new capacity coming as Fingrid’s new Järvilinja

power line is ready
• Good connectivity and logistic connections
• Zoning ongoing on all four sites
• Higher education resources and skilled labor force available
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Good Logistics Connections

• Iisalmi is a dynamic town in the Upper Savo sub-region of 
North Savo, Finland, located between major Finnish cities 
such as Kuopio and Kajaani and well-connected by rail 
(Savo railway) and road networks. 

• Proximity to transport and logistics corridors enhances 
access to skilled labour, suppliers, and construction 
materials — all important for large-scale infrastructure 
projects. Strong transport links support supply chain 
efficiency for data centre build-outs.
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Wind and Solar Energy

• While Iisalmi itself is developing wind and solar energy 
planning (e.g., Vuorimäki wind) and Rajamäki solar planning, 
the broader region also benefits from adjacent renewable 
initiatives.

• Opportunities exist in utility-scale solar projects, grid 
integration services, and co-location of energy-intensive 
enterprises.
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Wind & Hybrid Renewable Projects

• Multiple wind and solar projects in development across 
Iisalmi, which means future generation capacity and grid-
connected renewable infrastructure will grow. These 
expansions improve energy security and offer opportunities 
for green power producers. 
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Robust and Reliable Power Grid
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Energy Pricing and Incentives
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Energy cost break down€/MWh
Nord Pool spot (18 April 2024) 
37,56 €
National grid fee (average) 5,75 €
Local margin (range) 2-3 €
Electricity tax (2024) 0,78 €
Total 47-49 €



Connectivity

Redundant fiber connectivity from region to east & west via 
multiple operators
• TELIA, CINIA providing international access from their own 

fiber networks
• DNA, ELISA with international partners
FICIX3 internet exchange in Oulu
• 5 separate physical routes to EMEA
• 4 separate physical routes to Far East
• Upto 100GB port speeds
• Baltic seacable improving redundancy& latency even further
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Local Advantages for Investors

Competitive & Clean Energy Supply

• The region is developing clean energy generation and transmission 
infrastructure, including potential new wind and solar capacity.

• The broader Ylä-Savo area has access to redundant and renewable 
electricity sources, which can be an advantage for energy-intensive 
industries. 

Supportive Business Environment

• Iisalmi actively supports business growth with local development services 
and industry partnerships, creating a collaborative ecosystem for investors.

• The region’s workforce includes strong industrial and technical 
competencies that can support both traditional manufacturing and emerging 
green sectors.
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Local Advantages for Investors

Synergies With Other Sectors
• Beyond energy production, the region’s long industrial tradition —

from metal manufacturing to forestry supply chains — offers synergies 
for energy tech deployment, sustainable materials, and bioeconomy 
solutions. 

Free Cooling and Realisable Grid
• Cold northern climate offers natural free cooling, reducing 

operational costs and energy intensity for data centre operations. 

• Finland’s energy grid is highly reliable and increasingly renewable, 
providing a stable, low-carbon power foundation for data centre 
sites
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Regional and Governmental Support

Iisalmi supporting investors
• Several available locations, flexibility in zoning and permitting
• Support for site selection and ramp-upphases
• Economical development & environmental services
• Subsidised training programs available to suite company resourcing 

needs
• Dedicated consulting services available for supporting all phases of 

the project
• Energy tax level lowered for certain industries, government invested 

into Baltic sea cable providing added redundancy and lower latency 
to EMEA access

• Serivces in place with access to minister level for handling all needed 
actions on governmental level for investors
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Summary

• 100% CLEAN ENERGY AVAILABLE, WITH ONE OF THE MOST AFFORDABLE 

PRICINGS IN EUROPE

• ALL YEAR-ROUND FREE AIR COOLING, WITH OPTIONS FOR WASTE HEAT REUSE

• ABUNDANCE OF COOLING WATER AVAILABLE

• REDUNDANT FIBER CONNECTIVITY

• FULL SUPPORT FROM CITY OF IISALMI FOR INVESTORS

• RAPID & GUARANTEED RAMP-UP TIME ON SELECTED LOCATIONS
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THANK YOU

KEY CONTACTS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSIONS

Mr Terho Savolainen, terho.savolainen@iisalmi.fi
+358 40 630 5328
Mr Markku Penttinen, markku.penttinen@yla-savo.fi
+358 40 753 7201
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